
A comprehensive list of early learning 
programs and initiatives may be found at 

www.doe.k12.de.us/Page/3648

• Dedicated time/space to hear and be heard
• Relationship building
• Coordination
• Planning
• Problem-solving
• Encouraging
• Developing further understanding

Over 100 participants statewide attended this 
year’s Community Conversations meetings. The 
purpose was to establish an informal 
atmosphere for open dialog among early 
childhood practitioners and early learning 
support agencies. This first series of 
Community Conversations established a 
baseline for ongoing benefits including:

PURPOSE and BENEFITS

COMMUNITY
CONVERSATIONS 
REPORT 2018

TOPICS RAISED
• Funding
• Hiring and retaining qualified teachers
• Loss of pre-k students to district and K-12 programs
• OCCL regulations for administering medication, fingerprinting and background checks
• Expanded delivery of quality assured professional development
• Inclusion

The goal of Community Conversations is to 
engage around common issues in the pursuit of 
high quality early education.

The Office of Early Learning supports 
me/my program through supportive staff, 
online classes and other quality programs 
and training. 

The Purchase of Care program helps me/my 
program provide access to quality early 
learning to low-income families.

The Office of Childcare Licensing is a 
valuable resource to me/my program for 
questions, concerns and problems. They 
insure program quality through effective 
policies and procedures.

Being involved in Delaware Stars has 
allowed me/my program to improve and 
uphold quality, and to achieve increased 
professional development and 
compensation.

FEEDBACK
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• The Office of Early Learning is aware of 
the need to expand resources to support 
families and children with special needs, and 
is making a concerted effort to support 
programs in creating a more inclusive 
environment. This includes further 
professional development and technical 
assistance for programs pursuing inclusion.

While Community Conversation panelists 
provided updates on all topics, some ongoing 
issues require continued, collective work. The 
State of Delaware supports an early childhood 
system that provides every child with access 
to high quality early learning.

PROGRESS

Based on participant feedback, the Office of 
Early Learning plans to conduct annual 
Community Conversations each spring in 
partnership with the Office of Child Care 
Licensing, the Dept. of Health and Social 
Services, Delaware Institute for Excellence in 
Early Childhood (including DE Stars) and 
additional partners as needed. An updated 
report of Community Conversations will be 
shared with the early learning community 
each fall.  

FREQUENCY

• Governor Carney and the State of Delaware 
have allocated $3.8 million in additional 
funding for tiered reimbursement to allow for 
the growth of Delaware Stars programs.

• OCCL is reviewing the requirements in 
state legislation for administering medication 
including injections.
• OCCL worked with the Delaware State 
Police to provide additional Saturday 
fingerprinting services in August and 
September.

• The Division of Health and Social Services 
is studying increased Purchase of Care rates 
at the 2015 market rate.  

In early 2019, you will receive an email 
regarding the spring 2019 Community 
Conversations meetings.  We invite you to 
participate once again, and welcome you to 
share this opportunity with others who are 
interested in improving early learning in 
Delaware.

The Department of Education and its partners 
thank you for your participation in the 2018 
Community Conversations. Your feedback is 
valuable and greatly appreciated. We look 
forward to continuing to work with you and 
others to identify ways to improve outcomes for 
Delaware’s youngest learners. 

Thank You!  
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